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SUBJECT: BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON JUSTICE ROBERT MARSDEN HOPE 
REF: (A) STATE 185977; (B) CANBERRA 5516 

1. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION REQUESTED REF (A). 

2. MR. JUSTICE ROBERT MARSDEN HOPE IS A GRADUATE OF SYDNEY 
UNIVERSITY. HE WAS APPOINTED A QUEEN’S COUNSEL IN 1960 AND HAS 
BEEN A JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES SINCE 1969. 
HE WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 
IN 1970. HE WAS ALSO A PRESIDENT OF THE AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL FOR 
CIVIL LIBERTIES FROM 1967 TO 1969, AND TOOK AN ACTIVE ROLE IN 

THIS ORGANIZATION. HE IS MARRIED WITH ONE SON AND TWO DAUGHTERS 
AND RESIDES IN LINDFIELD, A SUBURB OF SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES. 

HE SERVED IN THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY IN WORLD WAR B; SAW COMBAT 
ACTION IN NEW GUINEA, AND, REPORTEDLY REFUSED COMMISSION AS AN 
OFFICER PREFERRING TO SERVE AS AN INFANTRYMAN IN THE RANKS. 

HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE AN EASY-GOING MANNER AND AN EXCELLENT 
SENSE OF HUMOR. THESE QUALITIES HAVE NOT INTERFERED WITH A"NO 
NONSENSE" PERFORMANCE AS JUSTICE. IT HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT 
LAWYERS APPEARING BEFORE HIM CAN EXPECT TO BE QUESTIONED IN 
DETAIL BY HIM IN THOSE CASES IN WHICH HE BELIEVES THAT THEY 
HAVE NOT PREPARED THEIR CASES PROPERLY. FOR THIS REASON, MANY 
LAWYERS DO NOT LOOK FORWARD TO APPEARING BEFORE HIM. 
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HE IS A GOOD SKIER AND SQUASH PLAYER. WE DO NOT HAVE 
AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME ANY PUBLICATIONS HE MAY HAVE WRITTEN BUT 
HE DID WRITE A PAMPHLET FOR THE COUNCIL FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES 
OUTLINING PEOPLE'S RIGHTS IN THE EVENT OF ARREST. THIS WAS 
ENTITLED "IF YOU ARE ARRESTED". 

HE IS REGARDED AS A CLOSE FRIEND OF PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM. 

IT WAS INITIALLY EXPECTED THAT THE INVESTIGATION HE HEADS WOULD 
BE CARRIED OUT ON BEHALF OF THE PRIME MINISTER RATHER THAN AS A 
ROYAL COMMISSION. THE PREMIER OF NEW SOUTH WALES, HOWEVER, 
PROBABLY AT JUSTICE HOPE'S REQUEST, INSISTED THAT A ROYAL 
COMMISSION BE SET UP IN ORDER TO PROTECT HIM FROM LIBEL ACTIONS 
AND TO GIVE HIM SUFFICIENT POWERS TO SUMMON WITNESSES BEFORE HIM. 

3. PHOTO WILL BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY WHEN AVAILABLE. 

HARROP 
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